DATE
The Honorable ____________
State Senate/Assembly
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:      RESTORE MEDI-CAL ADULT DENTAL BENEFITS 
                                                                                      
Dear Senator/Assemblymember___________:
The <<INSERT ORGANIZATION>> implores you to help us in our efforts to reinstate Medi-Cal optional benefits, particularly the adult Denti-Cal program. These are core services that affect an individual’s ability to eat, see and hear and should hardly be considered optional.
As the medical provider to  <<INSERT NUMBER>>  of your constituents , <<INSERT ORGANIZATION>>  is counting on your support to ensure that we can continue to provide the level of care that so many in our low-income communities need. In the midst of the worst economic environment since The Great Depression, now is not the time to be eliminating critical public health programs that millions of individuals and families rely upon.   
The adult Denti-Cal program serves 2.8 million low income adults, senior citizens and disabled Californians. It represents a very minor portion of the state’s budget, yet the consequences of eliminating it will cost the state more in not only emergency room costs, human pain and suffering, but economically as well. Besides the loss of federal funds, researchers estimate that 2,490 jobs will be lost in the state due to the elimination of this program .  <<INSERT ORGANIZATION>> serves  <<INSERT NUMBER>> dental patients and relies on Denti-Cal for  <<INSERT NUMBER>> dollars each year.

If Medi-Cal adult dental services are eliminated on July 1st, providers will be faced with the very real possibility of having to terminate their dental services and patients will be unable to access even basic dental care. Even in the best cases, providers will be forced to layoff employees and reduce hours of service.  This means that the children will be forced to join the adults being diverted to costly hospital emergency rooms for even minor dental problems. 
Again,  <<INSERT ORGANIZATION>> sincerely hopes that you will do everything in your power to help California find the funds to reinstate Medi-Cal optional benefits. Thousands of Californians are relying on us as leaders to protect their access to these vital healthcare services. 
Sincerely, 

Name

Title

Organization

